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Progress towards the SDGs in the Asia-Pacific region

Source: ESCAP (2023) 

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

SDG PROGRESS 

REPORT Championing 

sustainability despite 

adversities 2023 

at https://www.unescap.o

rg/kp/2023/asia-and-

pacific-sdg-progress-

report-2023
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Meaningful 

Connectivity



Source: UNCTAD Digital 

Economy Report Pacific 

Edition 2022 

at https://unctad.org/publ

ication/digital-economy-

report-pacific-edition-

2022

More International 

and Domestic 

Submarine Cables 

available in the 

Pacific
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Population coverage of mobile network 

technology (2G, 3G and 4G), by country 

grouping and selected Pacific SIDS, 2021 

or latest available year (Per cent)

Source: UNCTAD calculations, based on ITU (2022), 

Statistics: Global and regional ICT data, update of 25 

January. Available at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-

D/Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx and ITU (2022), World 

telecommunication/ICT indicators database 2022, July 

Edition. Available at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-

D/Statistics/Pages/publications/wtid.aspx.



7Source: https://publicadministration.un.org/egovkb/en-us/Data/Compare-Countries (downloaded on 27 Aug 2023)
.

Need for Pacific SIDS to accelerate digital government
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Need to increase 

fixed broadband 

speeds in the 

Pacific

Source: UNCTAD Digital Economy 

Report Pacific Edition 2022 

at https://unctad.org/publication/dig

ital-economy-report-pacific-edition-

2022



Source: Measuring digital development, Facts and Figures: Focus on Least Developed Countries, March 2023, ITU 

Report available at https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/d-ind-ict_mdd-2023/
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Source: Measuring digital development, Facts and Figures: Focus on Least Developed Countries, March 2023, ITU 

Report available at https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/d-ind-ict_mdd-2023/
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Source: ITU based on data available at ITU Data Hub (https://datahub.itu.int/)
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Source: Measuring digital development, Facts and Figures: Focus on Least Developed Countries, March 2023, ITU 

Report available at https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/d-ind-ict_mdd-2023/



Disaster responsePACIFIC COUNTRIES REMAIN VULERABLE TO DISASTERS



Source: ITU Global Cybersecurity Index, https://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-d/opb/str/D-STR-GCI.01-2021-PDF-E.pdf

▪ Pacific islands countries falling behind despite the 

cyber challenges 

▪ No Pacific Islands countries in Top 100 on GCI

▪ Lack of information, capacity and awareness

▪ Lack of information on cybersecurity readiness

CYBERSECURITY OVERVIEW : ASIA-PACIFIC 2020



ITU's support to Pacific Digital Transformation
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ITU Smart Villages and Smart Islands 
are

designed to address the socio-economic challenges faced by 

communities through digital transformation at community level with 

emphasis on vulnerable populations (women, youth, and persons with 

disabilities)

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
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Whole of 
Government 

(National) 
Policy / 

Strategy / Plan

Digital 
agriculture 

policy / 
strategy / plan

Digital health 
policy/ 

strategy / plan

Digital 
education 

policy/ 
strategy / plan

Digital 
financial 
inclusion 
policy/ 

strategy / plan

E-Commerce 
Strategy; 

Other sectoral 
policy/ 

strategy / plan

National Vision and SDG implementation plan

Customized 

planning

Smart village

Smart Islands

International level National level Local level

Smart city

SDG

Legislations  

Regulations

Whole-of-government approach for digital development

Enterprise 

architecture
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Concept of Smart Villages and Smart Islands

e-education

e-agriculture

e-healthcare

e-governance

low cost
better scalability

multi-sector collaboration
partnerships

whole-of-government 
approach

common ICT 
building-blocks

disaster 
management

digital finance
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Improved digital financial literacy 
and use of mobile payments

  
3 mobile wallet service providers 
offered hands-on workshops to 

villagers with the ITU expert; people 
started using MyCash, IsiMoney, and M-

Vatu payments, replacing the costly 
travel to town.

Emergence of “Smart Island” 

branded product.

A group of coconut producers put their 

new digital skills to use in creating 

marketing materials to reach more 

customers and produced new product.

South Malekula Secondary 

School reconnected. 

Students at SMSS who attended ITU 

expert’s workshop on positive use 

of internet and ICT have improved 

access to internet and started 

learning online.

School Connectivity New Agri Products Mobile Banking

Smart Islands South Malekula - Impact stories



Increasing access to Internet
E-agriculture strategies

Establishment of resource centers
Information systems

Digital agriculture services
Digital skills and financial literacy

E-learning



Disaster responseITU IS COMMITTED TO ASSIST IN DISASTERS

Tonga (2022)
Papua New Guinea (2023)



Purpose

To inspire and encourage girls to pursue a future in ICTs and to 
empower them by ensuring they have the necessary skills, 
confidence and support to achieve their goals

Since 2011, over 377,000 girls and young women have taken part 
in more than 11,400 International Girls in ICT Day celebrations in 
171 countries.

2023

Girls in ICT Day – Pacific Opening Ceremony on 27 April 
2023 in partnership with Governments, PTC and PITA.

Activities ongoing / planned in Pacific since launch 
(e.g. Fiji, FSM, Tonga, Kiribati, Samoa, Nauru)

Closing Ceremony planned in October 2023

Pacific Girls in ICT Day

Call upon Pacific stakeholders to join Girls 

in ICT Day initiative, launch, support and 

strengthen national GICT programmes
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DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION REQUIRES AN ECOSYSTEM APPROACH

Digital 
government, 

digital 
strategies, 

policies and 
regulations

E-applications 
and Smart 

Islands 

Emergency 
Telecom 

Infrastructure 
development & 

Green ICTs

Digital inclusion 
and capacity 

building

Cybersecurity

Partnerships are critical 
in realizing digital transformation and requires 

resources to scale up across sectors and across 

geographies …

National 
Governments
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ITU standardization: Technical foundations
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United 4 Smart Sustainable Cities



| AI for Good Global Summit 2023

9 social humanoid robots 

40+ specialized autonomous 

robots

40+ robotics experts 

20+ presentations at the 

Robotics for Good Stage

40+ robotics exhibitors

1 robotics press conference 

1 exclusive meeting with a 

robot for ITU staff during

Summit
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Realizing Digital Transformation in Pacific

Connectivity: Resilient, reliable and affordable connectivity to deliver 
digital services to unconnected islands and communities

Whole of government approach: Support in developing an integrated 
approach to digital services and digital government

Digital inclusion: Support governments with community awareness and 
skills development for vulnerable groups

Future-proof solutioning, taking into account AI, IoT and data analytics 
with data protection and cybersecurity



Thank You

Contact Us

ITU Regional Office for Asia 

and the Pacific:

ituasiapacificregion@itu.int
Official LinkedIn account: 

ITU Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific

Twitter URL: 
https://twitter.com/ITUAsiaPacific

Official Twitter account: 
@ITUAsiaPacific
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